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May 5, 2014 
 

Spider Provides Turnkey Blade Access  
with Largest Platform to Date 

     
Seattle – Spider, a division of SafeWorks, LLC, recently designed, 
manufactured and rigged its largest 360° Blade Access Platform (BAP) to 
date. 
 
The customer, Alstom, required access to the blades of its massive 3.0 
MW prototype turbine at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory in 
Boulder, CO to conduct R&D on a new power performance improvement 

package.  The scope of work required the platform to pass the max chord on the blades and have 
access to the blades’ root.   
 
In less than four weeks, two weeks ahead of the anticipated production schedule, Spider designed, 
manufactured and delivered the custom 15 ft x 10 ft BAP, its largest to date, to Alstom.   
 
Additionally, Spider technicians surveyed the turbine to develop a rigging plan 
that allowed the use of a four hoist platform by routing the rigging slings over the 
blades in a bunny ear position.  With Spider on site daily to handle the rigging 
needs and provide immediate support throughout the 3-week project, Alstom’s 
blade technicians were able to focus on their scope of work.  
 
“In addition to providing a stable and safe working platform, Spider’s 
management of design, construction, rigging and on-site support allowed us to 
complete our project without any issues,” commented Jon Campbell, Innovation 
Program Manager with Alstom. 
 
Learn more about Spider’s BAP and other wind turbine access solutions at AWEA Windpower 2014, 
booth 2771, May 5-8. 
 

   
Media Contact:    
Heidi Krueger – Marketing Specialist, Heidi.Krueger@SafeWorks.com  
  
 
 
About Spider: 
Founded in 1947, Spider, a division of SafeWorks, created the powered suspended access business by introducing the well-
known Spider basket. Since then, our product and service offering has expanded greatly to serve the needs of an ever-growing 
marketplace.  Spider is the largest manufacturer and distributor of access and safety solutions in North America, serving more 
customers from more locations with a wider variety of products and services than any other company. From baskets, traction 
hoist and platform rental, to safety and training, to specialty-engineered products - Spider has a strong team of professionals, 
along with a national network of sales, service and support capabilities to provide you with the most reliable access solutions 
available. 
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